
INSULATION MATTERS 2018challenge. create. care.

France plans to make 500,000 homes energy 
efficient every year.

“Regardless of political colour, every French government – and 
every French person – has seen energy management as a state 
priority and policy makers have worked accordingly over many 
years,” says Federico Gil de la Puente, our Managing Director 
for France.

“Being energy autonomous in the 21st century in France means 
being efficient and ensuring that those who cannot pay to heat 
their homes are warm in winter.”

Of course, like other European Union countries in line with the 
Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD), France 
must create a long-term renovation strategy to decarbonise all 
its buildings by 2050.

France has already stated that by that year all its new buildings 
will be brought up to BBC energy class (Bâtiment Basse 
Consommation, meaning low energy building, energy class 
A-B) which is a national norm for construction and a label for 
renovation. It has consistently demonstrated how regulation 
can be a critical driver of energy efficient renovation. 

So what is France doing right? Here are six key concepts.

PRIORITISE ENERGY EFFICIENCY
France has made energy efficiency a national priority and aims 
to coordinate all the different aspects of renovation – such as tax 
incentives, regional schemes, public building plans and social 
homes – and simplify all projects under one energy efficiency 
initiative. The country has long recognised that regulation is 
the key to change.

MAINSTREAM RENOVATION
France aims to ‘massify’ change by industrialising energy 
efficient renovation processes and giving priority to households 
suffering from fuel poverty. Tradable White Certificates are 
an example of this. These certificates are issued to energy 
suppliers who achieve energy saving goals for customers (for 
instance, through the installation of our Blowing Wool loft 
insulation). For this industrialisation to take place, the benefits 
and savings need to be more transparent to unlock finance 
for renovation. That is why an ‘energy passport’ that records 
energy efficient improvements over time is under discussion by 
French policy makers.

ACCELERATE NON-RESIDENTIAL RENOVATION
There is a lot of investment focused on accelerating the energy 
efficient renovation of non-residential buildings, especially 
public buildings such as schools and hospitals, with a priority 
on health and comfort. Today France has some of Europe’s most 
stringent regulations related to indoor air quality – an area 
where Knauf Insulation products excel.

ENSURE REAL PERFORMANCE AND INNOVATION
Although mandatory energy efficiency certification already 
exists, France wants to place even more emphasis on the work 
of installers to ensure the highest possible standards of energy 
efficient building renovation. Money is earmarked for improved 
training certification and building work controls to ensure that 
the work – and the real performance – is actually delivered. 
There is also pressure on insulation companies to produce 
improved innovative solutions for the market.

UNLOCK SUFFICIENT FINANCE
Policy makers are discussing a multi-billion-euro package – 
made up of public funds and money from energy providers – to 
drive energy efficient renovation. Political choices still have to 
be made, but France is determined to be an exemplary adopter 
of the EPBD and Energy Efficiency Directive (EED) while 
remaining in line with EU public deficit conditions.

CELEBRATE GAINS
Making 500,000 buildings energy efficient every year will have 
a far-reaching impact for generations to come, according to 
economists. Around 126,000 new jobs will be created by 2025, 
health spending will be cut by €750 million every year for 
those who suffer economic hardship and more than 2.5 million 
households will be taken out of fuel poverty. Annual household 
bills will be reduced by a minimum of €512 while France’s CO2 
emissions would be reduced by six million tonnes every year. 
No wonder France is inspired to mass renovate.

HOW OUR FRENCH 
PLANTS WILL HELP 
Our new €110 million Rock Mineral Wool plant in 
Illange, is scheduled for completion in 2019 and will 
complement our Glass Mineral Wool production at 
Lannemezan. The French plants will provide the country 
with complete energy efficient building solutions – 
Glass Mineral Wool solutions for inside walls and 
roofs, and Rock Mineral Wool solutions for the 
building envelope.


