‘SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION WILL BE THE NEW NORMAL’

‘CAN OWNERS AFFORD NOT TO CERTIFY?’

Germany’s DGNB Green Building Rating System’s CEO Johannes Kreissig discusses independent certification,
the importance of lifecycle assessment and why non-sustainable buildings will be price penalised.

Kay Killmann, President of the German Green Building Association GGBA and Managing Director of GBCI Europe
(Green Business Certification, Inc), discusses the popularity of Green Building Rating Systems (GBRS) across Europe.

TO WHAT EXTENT IS INTEREST IN DGNB
GROWING IN GERMANY AND EXPANDING
ACROSS EUROPE?

WHAT IS THE GERMAN GREEN BUILDING ASSOCIATION
AND GREEN BUSINESS CERTIFICATION, INC?

HOW IS THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
LEEDV4 PROGRESSING?

GGBA is the official partner of the USGBC for Germany,
Austria and Switzerland. It advocates the LEED
benchmark and represents German speaking nations at
the LEED International Roundtable. At GBCI all green
projects and professional credentials are certified within
LEED and other green systems such as SITES, Parksmart,
WELL, EDGE, TRUE and ICP.

It can be very challenging for some clients because it is
very performance based. The market has to shift and
manufacturers have to adapt. For example, if you don’t
address materials and lifecycle — through Environmental
Production Declarations (EPD) — it will be very
challenging to achieve platinum certification.

We are convinced that the DGNB system
can make a positive contribution all
over Europe. We have already partnered
with Green Building Councils (GBCs) in
Denmark, Switzerland and Austria to make
the application easier by adaption to local
boundary conditions. Further partnerships
are on the way.
Since the application of the DGNB system
enhances the sustainability performance
of buildings, it is in the interest of DGNB
to expand ‘DGNB thinking’ across Europe
and globally.
WHY DO YOU BELIEVE GREEN BUILDING
COUNCILS SUCH AS DGNB ARE
INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT IN THE
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY?

To achieve the vision of better buildings,
instruments like certification are essential.
In this context, the role of an independent
third party is indispensable. GBCs are
typically non-for-profit organisations with
a high intrinsic motivation to improve
the world.

HOW IS DGNB IMPROVING GREEN
BUILDING STANDARDS?

Like the European Commission, DGNB
is in favour of a holistic approach that
considers, beside the environmental,
economic and socio-cultural aspects, the
complete lifecycle. DGNB is the first system
compliant with EU macro indicators and
therefore a blueprint for other systems.
But I think the term ‘green building’ is too
narrow, we have to talk about sustainable
buildings. Only buildings with benefits for
people and society will be used long-term in
a sustainable way. The DGNB system helps
provide such a balance.
HOW ARE COMPANIES LIKE KNAUF
INSULATION PROVIDING EXPERTISE THAT
IS USEFUL IN THE EVOLUTION OF GBRS?

Energy efficiency is a basic requirement
for sustainable buildings and expertise
about products is indispensable. With
its Environmental Product Declaration
strategy, Knauf insulation supports an
integral design and planning process in an
excellent way.

TO WHAT EXTENT DO YOU SEE
INSULATION AS A WAY TO ACHIEVE
POINTS WITH DGNB?

To achieve points I think it will be in
relation to the performance of the entire
building rather than in the context of single
products. But there are requirements
on products regarding release and
substances of concern. Knauf Insulation
products should be compliant to these
criteria anyway.
WHAT DO YOU HOPE THE WORLD OF
GREEN BUILDING WILL LOOK LIKE IN
20 YEARS?

In 20 years, sustainable construction will
be the new-normal with non-sustainable
buildings seen as ‘poor quality’ reflected
by a markdown in market price. The
importance of certification as proof of
high-quality — verified by an independent
third party — will remain unchanged and
the finance industry will provide green
mortgages related to certification. Today,
first market segments understand the
business case behind sustainable buildings,
in 20 years it will be mainstream.

GREENING
EUROPE’S
BUILDINGS

TO WHAT EXTENT IS INTEREST IN GBRS GROWING
IN EUROPE?

Green building is no longer seen as the ‘treehugger’ thing
it was 15 years ago. Today it is part of CSR/ESG strategies
and investors’ risk management. The tables have turned
and if still in doubt, owners have to ask themselves, “Can
we actually afford not to certify?” This is reflected in
certification trends. For example, in 2002, Gold LEED
accounted for under 30% of certifications. Today Gold
accounts for over 50%. Interest continues to grow.
Currently there are more than 5,269 LEED registered
and certified projects in Europe, comprising more than
147 million gross square metres of space. A total of 164
countries and territories around the world have LEED
projects and in Germany alone there are 704.

TO WHAT EXTENT ARE COMPANIES LIKE KNAUF
INSULATION PROVIDING EXPERTISE THAT IS USEFUL
TO GBRS?

LEEDv4 sets new standards especially within the
Material & Resource category. This section in version
four was structured around a lifecycle thinking approach
and we have shifted from a single to multiple attribute
evaluation. This is pushing us towards performance
because it considers products and materials holistically.
We need manufacturers to provide us with their specialist
market feedback and reveal the gaps. They also have
expertise that can be shared as systems evolve.
TO WHAT EXTENT DO YOU SEE INSULATION AS A WAY
TO ACHIEVE POINTS IN LEED?

It contributes significantly to the overall envelope and
to reducing energy consumption within the Energy &
Atmosphere category. As already described there are
credits that address lifecycle and EPDs which include
data for recycled content, indoor air quality and so on.
Insulation is common sense.

